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Challenging Issues in Community Health: The Role of 
Research: Paths to Obtaining Funding for Community 
Engaged Research 
Laura L. Hayman,PhD, MSN  
UMass Boston 
 
Stephenie Lemon, PhD, UMass Medical School  
 
The UMass CTSA Grant  
  UMass CCTS Community Engagement & Research Section 
Pilot/Feasibility Grants Program: 
  These  awards focus on community engaged research, defined as “ the 
process of working collaboratively with and through groups of people 
affiliated by geographic proximity, special interest, or similar situations 
to address issues affecting well-being of those people (CDC, 1997).  
 Awards  can be proposed by faculty  from any UMass campus  working 
in partnership with any community organization in the area of 
translational research related to the improvement of health in real world 
communities. 
 Intent is for these initiatives to provide a basis for the development of 
applications to NIH and other funding agencies to carry out larger, more 
comprehensive studies.   
 
The UMass CTSA Grant  
  UMass CCTS Community Engagement & Research Section 
Pilot/Feasibility Grants Program: 
 The Research can include: 
 
 Assessment of new methodologies 
 Observational studies 
 Needs assessments  
 Pilot/feasibility studies that use qualitative and/ or quantitative data or 
 Initiatives that are spin-offs of existing larger research initiatives if the 
additional funding addresses unique study aims 

Other  Potential Sources of Funding for Community- 
Engaged Research  
 University/Institution-based internal grants mechanisms 
 Foundations: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (www.rwjf.org); Spencer 
Foundation (www.spencerfoundation.org) Fetzer Institute 
(www.fetzerfoundation.org); Hartford Foundation 
(www.hartfordfoundation.org) 
 Specialty Organizations & Societies Small Grants Program: American Heart 
Association; American Cancer Society; American Public Health Association; 
American Nurses Foundation; Sigma Theta Tau   
 Massachusetts  Department of Public Health 
 Agency for Health Care Research  and Quality 
 Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
 
 
Other  Potential Sources of Funding for Community- 
Engaged Research  
 National Institutes of Health: www.nih.gov 
 27 Institutes within NIH 
 National Cancer  Institute 
 National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute 
 National Institute on Aging 
 National Institute for Nursing Research 
 National Institute on Minority Health & Health Disparities 
 National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences  
 
Thank you! 
laura.hayman@umb.edu 
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